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alternative also applied to Rell.

An ambitious Democratic legisla-
tive agenda evaporated in the ses-
sion’s final days as a surplus once
projected at more than $200 million
turned into a burgeoning deficit.

When Rell suggested that legisla-
torsrespond to the shortfall by leaving
intact the second year of a previously
approved two-year budget, Democrats

quickly agreed.

Gone were the first real spending
increases planned for the under-
staffed Department of Environmental

oversight and staffing rules for nurs-

ing homes.

Republicans, who hold fewer than
one-third of the 187 House and Senate
seats, quickly pounced on the plan as

the “do-nothing budget.”

They countered with a proposal to
cut the state payroll by $163 million
through early retirements, then use
the savings to reduce the gasoline tax
and eliminate some business taxes.

But Rell quickly dispatched her
budget chief, Robert Genuario, to
shoot down the early-retirement plan
as unsound, saying it would cost the

state money.

Rather than give the Republicans
that chance to put Democrats on the
defensive, Rell seemed more intent on
making sure her own deal with the

2009-2010 budget.

House Minority Leader Lawrence F.
Cafero, R-Norwalk, and Senate Minor-
ity Leader John McKinney, R-Fair-
field, saw the rebuke as undermining
their efforts to establish an identity
for the GOP this fall.

“I was very disappointed that hap-
pened,” Cafero said. “I was angry.”

Rell, the most popular Republican
in the state, never has shied from
breaking with the legislature’s small
GOP minority when her interests and

theirs diverge.

Some Republicans privately com-
plained that Rell resisted early retire-
ments because she may need to offer
her own plan next year to balance the

“I think there is going to be contin-
ued tension between Republican legis-

President Pro Tem Donald E. Wil-
liams Jr., D-Brooklyn. “Gov. Rell has to
govern. She doesn’t have the luxury of
proposing things that she never wants
to see enacted into law.”

Chris Healy, the Republican state
chairman, said Rell and the Republican
minority leaders are not antagonists,
but they have different roles to play.

“I think what you see here is the
governor performing her duties and
the opposition leaders in the legisla-
ture performing theirs and showing
there is a clear option,” Healy said.

Rell faces a difficult year.

To keep the new budget in balance,
Rell may have to use her powers to
unilaterally cut spending. Rell can cut
various accounts by up to 5 percent
without legislative approval. State aid

Unlike her deal with Democrats not
to add spending in the second year of
the biennial budget, Rell will have no
bipartisan cover if she starts making
cuts that go deeper than limiting
travel and minor purchasing.

“They want her to be the villain,”
Cafero said.

In a meeting with the governor,
Amann said, he has promised not to
criticize any cuts Rell is forced to
make.

But Amann is leaving the legisla-
ture when his term expires. He will be
succeeded in January by House Ma-
jority Leader Christopher G. Dono-
van, D-Meriden.

Donovan has made no such promise.

Contact Mark Pazniokas at mpaz-

Protection, as well as new revenue, Democrats wasnotthreatened. lators and Gov. Rell,” said Senate and entitlementsare exempt. niokas@courant.com.
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takes a person’s ability to live
independently, and then it
takes their money. Though
traumatic brain injuries disa-
ble more people than spinal
cord injuries, multiple sclero-
sis, HIV/AIDS and breast
cancer combined, Connecticut
lacks adequate services, said
Julie Peters, executive director
of the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of Connecticut. There’s
not enough accessible, afford-
able housing — especially for
young people like Mike.

Insurance is a nightmare.
While an MRI can assess dam-
ages, nothing can predict
recovery — either rate or
quantity. Healing can be ata
snail’s pace, where only a
parent would notice —or it
can be miraculously quick.
Insurance companies want to
see definable progress.

When Mike was dismissed
from Hartford Hospital in

include running, canoeing,
orienteering, and — ode to
“Pyro” Bubnash — fire-build-
ing. They’ll wear bracelets
with the legend: Scout Strong
Mike Bubnash.

Brad Mead, leader of Troop
175, said, “It’s a great opportu-
nity for our guys to be —as
John McCain says — part of
something bigger than them-
selves. I keep getting calls from
people saying, ‘Can I help? Can
Thelp? I have a feeling we may
have gotten into something
that can really explode.”

“It’s pretty amazing the way
people have really come for-
ward and put their hearts on
the line for Michael and his
entire family,” said Rabbi
Howard Herman, of the Farm-
ington Valley Jewish Congre-
gation-Emek Shalom, where
Davi taught school and Mike
was bar-mitzvahed. But that’s
not surprising, Herman said

N N WIND DAMAGE: Senators rejected, 19-74, an amendment ex-
panding the National Flood Insurance Program to cover
damages caused by wind as well as those caused by rising
water. A yes vote backed the amendment over arguments it
could drive the insurance program into insolvency. (S 2284)

COVERAGE LIMITS INCREASE: Senators defeated, 27-66, an
amendment to S 2284 that sought to increase National
Flood Insurance Program coverage limits by 35 percent
while not raising premiums. A yes vote backed the measure
over arguments it would fiscally weaken the shaky program.
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5-11-70- 10-18-03
Wishing you a Happy Birthday
as well as a Happy
Mother’s Day in Heaven

John, Mom & Children

Instead... we'll close

our eyes and remember

a special time and

place with you.

Thank God we have many!
Happy Mother’s Day

We Love You, Laura,

Terri, Paula, Gina & Family

o

See Today’s Classified Section For
These And Other Opportunities
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New Opportunities
Inc.
Attention Innovative
Thinkers

Feature Your Company’s Job Opportunities

By Calling 860.520.6904

»

SAVE ONYOUR
ENERGY BILLS

Braxton Culler « Gloster
» Hanamint « Lloyd Flanders
¢ Summer Classics « Tropitone
- Telescope « Winston « Woodard

Patio é’HEARTH

There'’s A \nyé To ﬁvfrzg
974 Silas Deane Highway 65 Albany Turnpike (Rt. 44)
Wethersfield, Connecticut Canton, Connecticut
860-563-1000 860-693-0436
www.newenglandpatioandhearth.com

A89816

Timeless style.
Enduring material.

: — i ¥ o
For more than 75 years, Walpole has been the style leader in handcrafted
cedar fence, arbors, pergolas and more. Today, we also offer many choices in
wood-alternative AZEK® material. Easy to maintain with the look and feel of
wood — this cellular vinyl is durable, long lasting and won't rot, split,

or warp. For a free design consultation call 860-677-9690.

75 Walpole Woodworkers.

years Quality fence since 1933
1079 Farmington Ave., Rt. 4. 860-677-9690

walpolewoodworkers.com

eInsulated Glass
*Tilt-In Sashes
*Fusion Welded

eSeal Failure Warranty
*All Styles Available
eLifetime Warranty

HURRICANE
RATED
WINDOWS

Call for a FREE estimate

860-643-4568
SHOWROOM: 409 New State Rd., Manchester

www.windowworldct.com

Premium White. Energy Efficient. Double Hung. =

VINYL REPLACEMENT WINDOWS L.

ANY SIZE
INSTALLED

Lic. #607051 | |
Local since 1980«
licensed & Insured «
Free In-Home Estimates

.

Call for details
on offer

Reunions

School Reunions

ENFIELD HS CLASS OF 1968
40TH REUNION
Sat,Oct 18,2008, 6pm-12pm
GRASSMERE COUNTRY CLUB
ENFIELD CT
Contact Sue Slanetz Comparetto

at slanetz@aol.com or

Debbie White Schreier
860-563-5831

ENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Reunion Announcements publish
on Sunday. Deadline Tues 4:30pm
School reunions are $3.15 per
line of text plus $1.00 per ad to
include on courant.com for
30 days. Military reunions are
published free of charge.
To place your Reunion
Announcement:
Fax: (860)241-3866
Email: Ipikul@courant.com
Or Mail to: The Hartford Cour-
ant, Reunions, Lori Pikul, 285
Broad St., Hartford, CT 06115.
Please incl. address & phone #




