
 

 

 

  
 

CATECHISTS NEEDED!!  We presently have openings in 

Grade 1, 2, 7, 8, and Confirmation I (Grade 9).  For more details 

please contact  Kathi Bonner, DRE, @ Kathidre@aol.com  or 

call 860/658-4737. 

 

All First Communion and Confirmation paper-

work is overdue.  Pleas submit the necessary paper-

work no later than Monday, April 18th! 

 

First Communion Rehearsals are Thursday, May 

5th, 4-6PM (morning group) and Friday, May 6th, 4

-6PM (afternoon group).  Please be on time so we 

can begin at 4PM.  Rehearsals are mandatory - no exceptions. 

 

Confirmation Rehearsal is Thursday, May 12th, from 4:15 -

6PM.  Rehearsal in mandatory - no exceptions.  Sponsors are 

welcome to attend, but are not required to. 

 

Saturday, April 16th, @ 5:00PM, Mass for Anthony    

Brancato, requested by Constance Raiano. 

Sunday, April 17th, @ 8:00AM, Mass for John Hayes,  

requested by Mike & Kathy Reilley. 

Monday, April 18th, @ 8:30AM, Special Intention Mass for 

Mike Grappone, requested by Joann Cwikla. 

Tuesday, April 19th, @ 8:30AM, Mass for Arthur      

Szczepanski & Rozalia Haverczuk, requested by Family. 

Wednesday, April 20th, @ 8:30AM, Birthday Remembrance 

for Leonard Ianzito, requested by Dorothy Ianzito. 

Monday, April 25th, @ 8:30AM, Mass for Elizabeth Zile, 

requested by Bob Zile. 

Tuesday, April 26th, @ 8:30AM, Special Intention for Mike 

Daly, requested by JoAnn Cwikla. 

Friday, April 29th, @ 8:30AM, Special Intention for Anne 

Millham, requested by JoAnn Cwickla.  

Saturday, April 30th, @ 5:00PM, Mass for Nancy Tribou, 

requested the Family. 

    Offertory Collection - April 10, 2011 

       

     Regular Collection:             $   9,080.70 

        Loose Cash/Checks               $   1,343.70 

        Envelopes                               $   7,737.00 

     Budgeted for Week:                $   9,000.00 

     Overage:                               + $         80.70 

                       Peters Pence Collection:         $    5556.03 

                          Cathedradicum*                  - $      454.04

             School Tax*                           - $      454.04 

              Thank you for your generous support!               
                     * 5.5% of Collection paid to the Archdiocese.                      

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

  UPCOMING PARISH MEETINGS 

Monday, 4/18 @ 6:30PM - Usher/Altar Server Mtg. - Church 

Tuesday, 4/19 @ 7PM - RCIA - Rectory 

Tuesday, 4/26 @ 7PM - Men’s Club Meeting - Russell Hall 

Tuesday, 5/3 @ 7PM - Parish Council Exec. Comm. - Rectory 

SCRIP TIP  With Mother’s Day right around the  

corner, Bath & Body Works is pleased to offer a 5% bonus re-

bate on Bath & Body Gift Cards from April 2nd - April 29th.  

That means gift cards will have an 18% contri-

bution, instead of the normal 13% contribution, 

during that period only.  Bath & Body Works 

makes fragrance fun!  From head-to-toe and 

through your home, Bath & Body Works has   

the perfect gifts and so much more! 

 

There will be no card sales after Mass until the weekend of 

April 30th/May 1st.  You can still place an order on line at 

www.shopwithscrip.com when you use St. Catherine’s enroll-

ment code, 7A65C56C279L1.  Orders will be processed and 

available in the office for pick up! 

    UPCOMING COLLECTIONS 
Sunday, April 17th - Refurbishment & Repair Collection 

Sunday, April 24th - Easter Collection 

       EASTER FLOWERS 

If you would like to make a donation toward our 

Easter Flower display in memory of loved ones, 

please use the envelopes provided on the tables in 

the atrium and vestibule.  Please print the names 

clearly on the envelope and return it to the parish office 

by Tuesday, April 19th.  Thank-you! 

   WOMEN’S & MEN’S CLUB SCHOLARSHIP 

 

The clubs are now accepting applications from 

Saint Catherine of Siena high school seniors 

based upon past service at church or commu-

nity service.  Forms are in the atrium and ves-

tibule. Deadline is May 1, 2011. 

  MEN’S CLUB MEETING  
  

   Tuesday, April 26th, @ 7PM in Russell Hall.                  

Pizza and beverages will be provided.  Join us! 



 

 

 

 

 A Most Sacred Time—we are about to enter a very 

special time in the Church’s calendar and what must also be a 

special time in our individual spiritual lives as Catholic Chris-

tians—the Easter Season.  

 This weekend we have our prelude, if you will, with 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion during the final Sunday 

of Lent when we look once again at the significance of Christ in 

our lives. We do in fact recognize the Lord as our Savior at this 

liturgical celebration but we are called to look more closely to 

see just what kind or type of Savior He is. He took the form of a 

slave; He has been glorified with the name above all other 

names; He continues to suffer with us. This Christ the Savior 

has not abandoned us. He does not leave us to our own power 

to be transformed into His Light, His Love—Himself. He is 

with us! He gave us the Sacraments which He instituted, He 

empowers; and He also gave us the Church—each other—the 

One, True Body of Christ. He is a Self-Emptying Savior. He is 

an Exalted Savior. He is The Example for us. And now He 

moves us into… 

 Holy Week, the Sacred Triduum: a mixture of 

“Church” time and personal time—in which there should be no 

divisionary line between what we believe and who we are 

(obviously, the goal of a Christian life). Yes, work and school 

goes on; governments will continue to function, the stock mar-

ket will open, even wars will continue to be fought. But the 

Church calls each of us to acknowledge this time as Sacred and 

to focus our primary attention away from the profane and di-

rectly onto the Sacred, on our relationship with God. After all, 

each day in the year with each Mass and liturgy she celebrates, 

with each cup of water she disperses, with each sandwich or hot 

meal she serves, with every nights sleep offered, with every 

compassionate ear she turns toward one in need, the Church and 

her acts of mercy and compassion are to be infused with the 

message and love of Christ’s gospels. That is what makes these 

acts righteous. That is what makes them holy.  And so during 

Holy Week—the Sacred Triduum—we have time to be closer 

to God and to celebrate His love and His goodness for each of 

us.  On Tuesday (April 19) of Holy Week the Church of 

Hartford celebrates the Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Saint 

Joseph at 11 a.m. which is open to the public. The Mass calls 

for the priests of the archdiocese to renew their vows and prom-

ises before the archbishop and to recommit themselves to the 

servant ministry to which they were ordained. The sacred oils, 

used year round in the parish for Baptism, Confirmation, 

Anointing of the Sick and Holy Orders, are blessed and distrib-

uted to the parishes at that time. It is a beautiful ceremony and a 

time to witness the Church as one. On Holy Thursday we cele-

brate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper and the institution of the 

Sacred Eucharist. Here we come to fully understand what 

Christ did for us by giving us—until He comes again—the sac-

rament of His Body and Blood. We come to realize at this Mass 

that He, Christ, gave us His real body and blood for spiritual 

strength, not a sign or symbol but the real presence. On Good 

Friday we celebrate the self-emptying love of God when He 

gave us His only Son for our Savior—giving Himself unto 

death for our souls. We hear His passion and His suffering; we 

hear and experience again of His death offered for our life; as 

we join the universal Church in mourning the cruel death of 

God-made-man. It is a solemn, yet beautiful ceremony, with  

   FROM FATHER MICHAEL... 

    NEW CHURCH FAMILY DIRECTORY! 

We will be producing a new pictorial direc-

tory and need you in it to make it the best 

ever.  The directory will be a valuable too 

helping you to place names with faces, and is 

an excellent reference and information source 

for our church community.  Photography will 

take place in Russell Hall on the following 

dates: May 23rd - May 28th, and  May 31st - June 1st, 

weekdays 2:30pm -8:50pm, Saturday, 10am-4:50pm.  

Allow approximately 30-45 minutes for photography, and 

instant viewing and selection of portraits.  Every participat-

ing family receives a FREE album and a complimentary 

8”x10” color wall portrait!  Our goal is 100%, so please be 

sure to sign-up for an appointment in the atrium on the 

weekend of April 16/17 after all Masses.  You also have 

the ability to schedule your appointment on-line our website 

at www.stcatherine.info.   For more info or to help with this 

project, please contact Gina Marecki @ 860/408-1484 or 

email ginamarecki@comcast.net.  

music and symbolism that can move even the most doubting 

heart. Now we enter a period of silence and solitude, a time of 

reflection for what it is that Christ went through for each of us. It 

is amazing when we seriously think about this human event. In 

sadness and darkness the Church waits until Saturday, Holy Sat-

urday, at 8 o’clock in the evening, when she celebrates the 

Great Easter Vigil and the Joy of Christ’s triumph over human 

death and eternal sadness. Now we—each and every member of 

the human family—are offered the gift of Eternal Life in Christ, 

to live forever in the glory of God without sickness, without sin, 

without division—only with complete and perfect Joy. A service 

of light begins in darkness, with a single flame which multiplies, 

to illuminate the entire Church; then with bells ringing and the 

Gloria sung, readings and hymns we are led into the Baptism, 

then Confirmation, and finally First Holy Communion of new 

Catholics joining the legions of believers worldwide. We now 

enter into the Easter Season which is celebrated until Pentecost. 

 As we consider Holy Week, known as the Sacred Trid-

uum, we must recognize that these liturgical celebrations 

(including Palm Sunday, the Chrism Mass, but technically speak-

ing Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil/Sunday) are 

not isolated events but are one, complete liturgy. One beginning 

and one ending. The Church continues its praise and worship dur-

ing this sacred time and I encourage our parishioners to celebrate 

all three liturgies. While I know time is difficult to come by, the 

entire celebration makes so much sense and helps one to better 

understand the life, death and Resurrection of Christ—and what 

that that potentially means for all of us, our whole family. 

  

     A blessed Holy Week to all.  



 
  
SAVE THE DATE - back by popular request - YOUTH 

GROUP GIRLS RETREAT at Camp Washington, Sat-

urday, May 14th (departure will be at 8:30AM) through 

Sunday, May 15th (returning home after brunch).   This 

girls retreat was a relaxing highlight for many last Spring 

and we’ve been asked to do it again.  Information and regis-

trations forms are now available in the vestibule and atrium 

or email Mrs. Pluta for details. 

 

JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR at the Warner Theatre -

the rock musical, Jesus Christ Superstar, depict-

ing the last days and passion of Jesus is playing 

at the Warner Theatre on Friday, May 20th, at 

8:00PM.  Youth Ministry would like to see if 

there is enough interest in attending this per-

formance as a group.  Please email Mrs. Pluta                 

asap if you are interested at JudyPlutaYM@gmail.com. 

 HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH  

     MINISTRY NEWS    

      

  HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 21st—7:30pm 

Commemoration of the Last Supper. Washing of the Feet and 

procession with The Blessed Sacrament. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 22nd - 3:00pm 

                  (no morning Mass) 
Good Friday Service (3pm - the hour we understand 

Christ died) - a unique day in our Catholic tradition.  

No Mass is celebrated—the Lord has died.  Our service 

is the Passion, the Veneration of the Cross, and a Communion 

Service with communion having been consecrated at the Holy 

Thursday Commemoration of the Last Supper. 

 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 23rd 

(no 5:00pm Vigil) 
    12:00Noon - Blessing of the Easter Meal -Church Proper 

 

8:00pm - Easter Vigil Mass - in the ancient Church, everyone 

had to be baptized at this service because it was so completely 

identified with the Sacrament of Initiation.  Just as Jesus entered 

death and rose from the tomb to new life, believers in Him enter 

the waters of Baptism and rise from those waters to a new life in 

God.  The Easter-Paschal candle dominated every Baptismal 

ceremony to illustrate this point.  It is also present at every be-

liever’s funeral to point to the deceased’s new life with God. 

 

 ALLELUIA PARTY - following the Easter Vigil 

     

        EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH 

 

           MASSES - 8:00am, 

      10:00am & 12:00noon 

ANGEL FOOD MINISTRIES  -  On 

Holy Saturday, AFM will be distributing Easter 

holiday meal boxes to several community families 

including those from our parish.  All the volun-

teers of this ministry are grateful to serve and 

grateful to all of you for your continued financial support.  As 

always, donations can be made in any amount; please make your 

check out the St. Catherine’s and write AFM on the memo line, 

place your check in the collection basket (in an envelope marked 

AFM), mail it, or bring it to the parish office.  Envelopes are 

available for your use in both the atrium and vestibule. 

 

We encourage you to order the Just 4 Me Fruit and Veggie, the 

No Child Goes Without or other food boxes for your own fam-

ily.  Thank you for any and all contributions of time, talent, and 

treasure to this ministry. 

ALLELUIA PARTY  - Saint Catherine 

of Siena parish will once again celebrate Easter 

with   a Family Party after the 8PM Vigil Mass.  

So, from9:30PM to Midnight the Men & 

Women’s Clubs are co-sponsoring this event with 

food,    music and cheer (champagne, wine, beer & soda).   

SIGN UP SHEETS are in the atrium and vestibule.  Please 

VOLUNTEER when you sign up for: food (appetizers & des-

serts), set-up (decorating committee for Friday, 4/22), clean-up 

committee.  We look forward to your participation!                            

  Michelle Rice and Tony Pereira 

SHELTER NEEDS new or gently used queen size bed for a 

family  from Hartford’s North End.  Contact  Peter Sheary @  

658-2899 or Shearyreal@aol.com if you can help. 

2011 TOWN OF SIMSBURY VOLUNTEER EXPO will be 

held on Thurs., 4/28, 6-8pm at Eno Hall.  Over 30 local non-

profit service groups come together to promote their cause and 

recruit volunteers.  For more info contact John Hampton, Deputy 

First Selectman @ 860/803-4072 or jhampton@simsbury-ct.gov  

         JUNIOR HIGH INVITED  
 TO HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

All junior high students, particularly 8th grad-

ers, are invited to join the High School youth 

group on SUNDAY EVENING, MAY 1ST, 

from 6-7:30pm in Russell Hall.  The high 

school teens have prepared some panel discussions on the 

topic WHAT SHALL I EXPECT IN HIGH SCHOOL?  

We will cover such topics as academics, electives, lunch, 

sports, clubs, after school activities, social life, drugs, al-

cohol, lockers and answer any of your anonymous ques-

tions with a question box.  Bring a friend.  Pizza will be 

served.  We’ll end the evening with dessert after our info 

panels.  Please email Mrs. Pluta - JudyPlutaYM@gmail.com 

to RSVP to we can plan on the amount of pizza that needs to 

be ordered.  
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